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Blackwell Global is a global brokerage, aiming to be
the most trusted financial service provider. We are
committed to transparency, integrity and service
excellence.

Founded in 2010, we now have global presence in
over 90 countries, with main offices in the separately
regulated markets of Australia, Cyprus, New Zealand
and the United Kingdom.

We believe that sound investment and trading decisions
begin with a strong grounding in financial education.
Our goal is to make this available to everyone - and this
free eBook is part of that commitment.

To find out more about Blackwell Global, please visit:
www.blackwellglobal.com
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FOREWORD

There's no doubt that 2017 was the year of
cryptocurrencies. The popularity of Bitcoin and its peers
saw cryptocurrency prices boom.

Yet, so far these cryptocurrencies haven't been adopted
on mass as a means of payment. Rather, their popularity
stems from speculators looking to profit on price spikes.

But there's something far more exciting at play here
than speculative gains. Most cryptocurrencies use
something called blockchain technology. This technology
has the potential to change the world. We explore why
in this eBook.

Patrick Latchford
CEO, Blackwell Global Investments (UK) Limited
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WHAT |S
SLOCKCHAIN
TECHNOLOGY?

EXPLORING BLOCKCHAIN

Many traders find it difficult to understand blockchain technology.
Yet it's actually simple to understand.

Firstly, let's be clear. Blockchain technology is a big deal. Many
call blockchain technology the ‘new internet’. However, it was first
developed for Bitcoin - the original cryptocurrency.

So what's special about blockchain? Well, it essentially
decentralises the storage of information across peer-to-peer
networks.

Let's look at Bitcoin as an example. Bitcoin transactions aren't
stored in one centralised place. Rather, they are maintained on a
digital public ledger. This ledger is curated and maintained by the
network (called ‘nodes’).

At first, this might not seem that significant. But think for a second
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about how digital public ledgers (that everyone can see) could
disrupt existing industries such as banking, accounting and real
estate. Before we explore that in further detail, let's look at why
blockchain technology yields so much potential.

Transparency

As it provides a digital public ledger, blockchain technology is truly
transparent. Every member of the peer-to-peer network can view
every transaction on their computer.

Accuracy

Digital public ledgers provided by blockchain have better accuracy.
No existing records/transactions can be altered without the
network seeing and agreeing to it.

Security

As blockchain is a decentralised technology, it's more difficult for
hackers to attempt to manipulate data within public ledgers. This
method of enhancing security is also inexpensive.

Speed

Transactions on blockchain are fast, as they simply rely on the
peer-to-peer network to verify them.

Imagine how many industries could be revolutionised with
increased transparency, accuracy, security and speed? An obvious
area this applies to is finance. However, pretty much any industry
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that relies on transactions could stand to benefit. Here's how
blockchain could disrupt the following industries/areas:

Banking

Payments between banks can take between three to five working
days to process. Blockchain would solve this problem. In fact,
blockchain could make many banking services obsolete - as it
essentially removes the need for a centralised ‘middleman’ to
process transactions.

Accounting

Blockchain technology could make transaction reconciliation
and filing tax returns a thing of the past. Removal of these
administrative tasks could make accounting more efficient and
affordable.

Real Estate

Buying property and land is an expensive and time-intensive
exercise. Blockchain could dramatically simplify the process of
buying property or land, and remove the administrative expenses
with it.

Elections

We've already seen blockchain being used in elections. Sierra
Lione used the technology in March 2018. Instead of manually
counting ballot papers, blockchain would produce reliable and
instantaneous digital results (available for everyone to see).
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SETTING
ON
SLOCKCHAIN?

LOOK FOR EARLY ADOPTERS

Now that you understand blockchain technology's potential,
you might be thinking of how you can take advantage of it in the
financial markets.

The obvious place to start is cryptocurrencies. Specifically, you
should try to look for cryptocurrencies that are attracting the
interest of global financial institutions. One such cryptocurrency
is Ripple. A number of banks and payment providers are working
with Ripple to use its scaleable blockchain technology to produce
faster, more secure and cheaper transactions.

Specifically, Ripple is helping banks with cross-border payments
(which typically take a long time to process). Santander, American
Express, and Standard Chartered are just some of the institutions
working with Ripple technology. Ripple also provides blockchain
technology solutions for instant and rich payment processing.
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In addition to Ripple, traders should look to try and identify
cryptocurrencies that hold utility potential. In other words,
cryptocurrencies that could eventually be used as a mass means
of payment. Remember, at the time of writing, cryptocurrencies
are being held as a speculative investment, rather than an actual
payment means.

The truth is, it's far from clear what cryptocurrency will emerge in
this space. In fact, it's likely that they'll be several to serve particular
niches.

Some have predicted that corporations and countries could
attempt to create their own cryptocurrencies. But keep in mind
that a primary pillar of blockchain technology is its decentralised
nature, something a corporation or country could struggle with.

For now, traders should continue to monitor the major players in
the cryptocurrency space, including Bitcoin, Ripple, Ethereum and
Bitcoin Cash. Here's a brief synopsis of each cryptocurrency:

Bitcoin: This cryptocurrency currently accounts for nearly half of
the entire digital currency market.

Ethereum: Ethereum is a programmable blockchain that allows
developers to build all sorts of distributed apps and technologies.

Ripple: Ripple has found favour with various financial institutions,
including Japan's large banks, to test a public ledger (blockchain).

Bitcoin Cash: A new and revised version of Bitcoin, Bitcoin Cash
aims to do away with the SegWit feature of the original Bitcoin.
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WHY
SLACKWELL
GLOBAL?

We can't pretend that is easy to become a successful trader. But
we are here to help and support you as you make your trading
journey, providing dedicated resources such as our demo trading
accounts and regularly published research materials.

Founded in 2010, Blackwell Global was established to offer
brokerage solutions for private and institutional clients. Blackwell
Global is a Straight Through Processing or STP broker who provide
their clients with superior liquidity and price feeds from top
international banks. These are offered alongside 24-hour technical
support, market research tools, educational materials, professional
partnership programmes and fully integrated trading platforms.

We offer access to multiple asset classes including more than
60 currency pairs, precious metals and other contracts for
differences. As a global broker, we are always striving to achieve
excellence in our customer service, as well as developing
innovative technology to support our customers needs.
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Today, the Blackwell Global group of companies has a presence in
over 90 countries, with its main offices situated in the individually
regulated markets of Australia, Cyprus, New Zealand and the
United Kingdom.

To find out more about Blackwell Global please go to:

www.blackwellglobal.com

Or contact Customer Support:

Tel: +44 (0)203 695 0898
Email: cs@blackwellglobal.com

Risk Warning: Trading Foreign Exchange (FX) and Contract for Differences (CFD) on margin is highly
speculative, it carries a high level of risk, and may not be suitable for all investors, so please consider
your investment objectives, level of experience, financial resources, risk appetite and other relevant
circumstances carefully. FX and CFDs are leveraged products and you may lose your initial deposit
as well as substantial amounts of your investment. The high degree of leverage can work against
you as well as for you. Seek independent advice if necessary. Please read and understand the risk
disclosure policy before entering any transaction with Blackwell Global Investments (UK) Limited.

Disclaimer: The report provided by Blackwell Global Investments (UK) Ltd is meant for informative
reading and should not be relied upon as a substitute for extensive independent research and is
no guarantee of a successful trading outcomes. The opinions expressed in this eBook are do not
take into account any particular individual's investment objectives, financial situation, or needs,

and should not be interpreted as financial advice nor an encouragement to trade any investment
product.
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